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SUB J : TRUDEAU ECONOMIC COMMENTARY CAUSES CONTINUED 
REACTION 

REF: OTTAWA 0060 

1 . SUMMARY: MEDIA ATTENTION TO TRUDEAU REMARKS ON CANADA'S 
ECONOMIC FUTURE CONTINUES WITHOUT LETUP. 

MAIORITY REMAINS CRITICAL. MOST REASONABLE COMMENTARY NOTES 
NEED FOR CLARIFICATION AND TRUDEAU WILL ATTEMPT THIS IN 
JAN 19 ADDRESS. EMBASSY BELIEVES, HOWEVER, THAT PERCEPTION 
LIKELY MORE SIGNIFICANT THAT REALITY AND THAT MOST COMMENTATORS 
MORE INTERESTED IN ATTACKING TRUDEAU THAN IN TAKING 
TIME TO UNDERSTAND WHAT HE TRYING TO SAY. END SUMMARY. 

2. TRUDEAU VIEWS ON CANADIAN ECONOMIC FUTURE (REFTEL) 

CONTINUE TO RECEIVE REMARKABLE DEGREE OF MEDIA ATTENTION. 
TRADITIONAL SLOW NEWS SEASON AROUND CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS 
MAY HAVE ACCOUNTED, IN PART, FOR EARLIER OUTBURST OF 

PRESS ATTENTION. BUT MATTER IS GETTING AT LEAST 
EQUAL ATTENTION NOW. NEARLY EVERY COMMENTATOR OF ANY 
STANDING HAS HAD HIS SAY AND SOME HAVE RETURNED FOR 
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3. COMMENTARY APPEARS TO BE LARGEDLY BASED ON PRECON- 
CEPTION. AS BEFORE, MAJORITY TAKE BASICALLY HOSTILE VIEW TO 
TRUDEAU REMARKS AND/OR TRUDEAU LEADERSHIP. CRITICAL COMMENT 
GENERALLY FAULT TRUDEAU FOR SUGGESTING, EVEN PLANNING 
DEATH OF FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM AND OF UNDERTAKING THIS 
MAJOR DEPARTURE FROM EARLIER STATED POLICIES WITHOUT 
BENEFIT OF NEW ELECTROAL TEST. SYMPATHETIC COMMENTARY, WHICH 
IS SPARSE, NOTES THAT TRUDEAU HAS SAID ALL OF THIS 

BEFORE MANY TIMES AND THAT HIS SUGGESTIONS OF 
POSSIBLE GREATER GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION IN THE 
ECONOMY IS REALISTIC AND SENSIBLE. THEY ADD THAT, IN 
ANY CASE, THIS DOES NOT REPRESENT DEATH SENTENCE FOR THE 
FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM OF PAST SEVERAL DECADES. 

4. MORE MODERATE COMMENTATORS IN BOTH CAMPS EMPHASIZE 
PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT POINT, I.E., TRUDEAU REMARKS CAN 
BE INTERPRETED IN VARIOUS WAYS AND SOME CLARIFICATION 
CLEARLY IN ORDER. LAST POINT NOT LOST ON GOVERNMENT WHICH 
OBVIOUSLY STARTLED BY INTENSITY AND QUANTITY OF CRITICISM 
ELICITED BY TRUDEAU REMARKS. FYI: MICHAEL KIRBY, PM 
ADVISOR AND ASSISTANT, VOICED SUCH ASTONISHMENT TO 

POL COUNS. END FYI. TRUDEAU, THEREFORE, PLANS 
CLARIFICATION IN ADDRESS TO CANADIAN MEN'S CLUB IN 
OTTAWA EVENING JANUARY 19. 

5. COMMENT: CERTAINLY, MORE CRITICAL COMMENT APPEARS 
TO HAVE TAKEN LIBERTIES WITH WHAT TRUDEAU SAID AND 
APPARENTLY MEANT. HIS EFFORT TO EXPLAIN, THEREFORE, MAY 
TEND TO ABATE THIS UPROAR. BUT PERCEPTION AND 
REACTION PROBABLY MORE IMPORTANT, IN ANY 

CASE, THAN ACTUAL CONTENT AND PURPORT OF TRUDEAU VIEWS. 

IT SHF, MS CLEAR TO EMBASSY THAT MANY COMMENTATORS NOT 
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN CLOSE READING AND INTERPRETATION 
OF REMARKS IN THEIR HASTE TO GET AT TRUDEAU AND HIS 
LEADERSHIP. PERHAPS MOST INSTRUCTIVE ASPECT OF ENTIRE 
EPISODE IS ITS INDICATION THAT THE TRUDEAUMANIA OF 
PM'S EARLY YEARS IN OFFICE HAS SUFFERED SUBSTANTIAL 
ATTRITION. IF IT HAS NOT BEEN REPLACED BY TRUDEAUPHOBIA, 

IT IS AT LEAST EVIDENT THAT THERE IS BROADER DISTRUST 
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OF TRUDEAU AS "PHILOSOPHER KING", AND THAT MANY WHO IN 
THE PAST WOULD HAVE AUTOMATICALLY SUPPORTED, DEFENDED OR 
GIVEN HIM THE BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT, ARE NO LONGER WILLING 
TO DO SO. JOHNSON 
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